








 
Photo 3: Tuttle Ditch - Tributary of Salado Creek 



 

 
Photo 4: Tributary of Salado Creek 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Photo Creek 5: West Hathaway Drive – Tributary of Salado 



 
 
 

Photo 6: Tributary of San Antonio River 



 
 
 
 

 
Photo 8: Tributary of San Antonio River 



SWMP Implementation Program                                                                      Definitions and Acronyms 

Definitions and Acronyms 
 
The following explanations of storm water management terminology are from the 
TCEQ’s TPDES General Permit No. TXR040000. 
 
 
A. Definitions 
 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) - Schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices, 
maintenance procedures, structural controls, local ordinances, and other management 
practices to prevent or reduce the discharge of pollutants.  BMPs also include treatment 
requirements, operating procedures, and practices to control runoff, spills or leaks, waste 
disposal, or drainage from raw material storage areas. 
 
Classified Segment - refers to a water body that is listed and described in Appendix A or 
Appendix C of the Texas Surface Water Quality Standards, at 30 TAC ' 307.10. 
 
Clean Water Act (CWA) - The Federal Water Pollution Control Act or Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972, Pub.L. 92-500, as amended Pub. L. 95-217, 
Pub. L. 95-576, Pub. L. 96-483 and Pub. L. 97-117, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et.seq. 
 
Common Plan of Development or Sale - A construction activity that is completed in 
separate stages, separate phases, or in combination with other construction activities.  A 
common plan of development or sale is identified by the documentation for the 
construction project that identifies the scope of the project, and may include plats, 
blueprints, marketing plans, contracts, building permits, a public notice or hearing, 
zoning requests, or other similar documentation and activities. 
 
Construction Site Operator - The person or persons associated with a small or large 
construction project that meets either of the following two criteria: 
 

(a) the person or persons that have operational control over construction plans 
and specifications (including approval of revisions) to the extent necessary 
to meet the requirements and conditions of this general permit; or 

 
  (b) the person or persons that have day-to-day operational control of those 

activities at a construction site that are necessary to ensure compliance 
with a storm water pollution prevention plan for the site or other permit 
conditions (e.g. they are authorized to direct workers at a site to carry out 
activities required by the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan or 
comply with other permit conditions). 

 
Conveyance - Curbs, gutters, man-made channels and ditches, drains, pipes, and other 
constructed features designed or used for flood control or to otherwise transport storm 
water runoff. 
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Daily Maximum - For the purposes of compliance with the numeric effluent limitations 
contained in this permit, this is the maximum concentration measured on a single day, by 
grab sample, within a period of one calendar year. 
 
Discharge - When used without a qualifier, refers to the discharge of storm water runoff 
or certain non-storm water discharges as allowed under the authorization of this general 
permit. 
 
Final Stabilization - A construction site where either of the following conditions are 
met: 
 

(a) All soil disturbing activities at the site have been completed and a uniform 
(e.g, evenly distributed, without large bare areas) perennial vegetative 
cover with a density of 70% of the native background vegetative cover for 
the area has been established on all unpaved areas and areas not covered 
by permanent structures, or equivalent permanent stabilization measures 
(such as the use of riprap, gabions, or geotextiles) have been employed. 

 
(b) For individual lots in a residential construction site by either: 

 
(1) the homebuilder completing final stabilization as specified in 

condition (a)  above; or 
 

(2) the homebuilder establishing temporary stabilization for an 
individual lot prior to the time of transfer of the ownership of the 
home to the buyer and after informing the homeowner of the need 
for, and benefits of, final stabilization. 

 
(c) For construction activities on land used for agricultural purposes (e.g. 

pipelines across crop or range land), final stabilization may be 
accomplished by returning the disturbed land to its preconstruction 
agricultural use.  Areas disturbed that were not previously used for 
agricultural activities, such as buffer strips immediately adjacent to a 
surface water and areas which are not being returned to their 
preconstruction agricultural use must meet the final stabilization 
conditions of condition (a) above. 

 
Ground Water Infiltration - For the purposes of this permit, groundwater that enters a  
municipal separate storm sewer system (including sewer service connections and 
foundation drains) through such means as defective pipes, pipe joints, connections, or 
manholes. 
 
Illicit Connection - Any man-made conveyance connecting an illicit discharge directly 
to a municipal separate storm sewer. 
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Illicit Discharge - Any discharge to a municipal separate storm sewer that is not entirely 
composed of storm water, except discharges pursuant to this general permit or a separate 
authorization and discharges resulting from emergency fire fighting activities. 
 
Indian Country - Defined in 18 USC Section (') 1151, means (a) all land within the 
limits of any Indian reservation under the jurisdiction of the United States Government, 
notwithstanding the issuance of any patent, and including rights-of-way running through 
the reservation; (b) all dependent Indian communities within the borders of the United 
States whether within the original or subsequently acquired territory thereof, and whether 
within or without the limits of a state, and (c) all Indian allotments, the Indian titles to 
which have not been extinguished, including rights-of-way running through the same.  
This definition includes all land held in trust for an Indian tribe.  
 
Industrial Activities - manufacturing, processing, material storage, and waste material 
disposal areas (and similar areas where storm water can contact industrial pollutants 
related to the industrial activity) at an industrial facility described by the TPDES Multi 
Sector General Permit, TXR050000, or by another TCEQ or TPDES permit. 
 
Large Construction Activity - Construction activities including clearing, grading, and 
excavating that result in land disturbance of equal to or greater than five (5) acres of land.  
Large construction activity also includes the disturbance of less than five (5) acres of total 
land area that is part of a larger common plan of development or sale if the larger 
common plan will ultimately disturb equal to or greater than five (5) acres of land.  Large 
construction activity does not include routine maintenance that is performed to maintain 
the original line and grade, hydraulic capacity, and original purpose of a ditch, channel, 
or other similar storm water conveyance.  Large construction activity does not include the 
routine grading of existing dirt roads, asphalt overlays of existing roads, the routine 
clearing of existing right-of-ways, and similar maintenance activities. 
 
Maximum Extent Practicable (MEP) - The technology-based discharge standard for 
municipal separate storm sewer systems to reduce pollutants in storm water discharges 
that was established by CWA ' 402(p).  A discussion of MEP as it applies to small MS4s 
is found at 40 CFR ' 122.34. 
 
MS4 Operator – For the purpose of this permit, the public entity, and/ or the entity 
contracted by the public entity, responsible for management and operation of the small 
municipal separate storm sewer system  that is subject to the terms of this general permit. 
 
Notice of Change (NOC) - Written notification from the permittee to the executive 
director providing changes to information that was previously provided to the agency in a 
notice of intent. 
 
Notice of Intent (NOI) - A written submission to the executive director from an 
applicant requesting coverage under this general permit. 
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